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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS (THIS LISTING REPLACES ALL PRIOR LISTINGS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

creating one or more clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first fomm is 
dedicated to a particular topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum; 

determining whether an interactive relationship exists between a first user entering the 
first forum an d a second user ono or mors oth e r users entering the first forum or on e or more 
other upero already in the first foru m, wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if 
the first user and the second user have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first 
user entering the first forum : and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing th e first user entering the first forum in a 
clone of the first forum based on the relationship. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving information from the first u ser entering the first forum indicating one or more 
other forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each other forum is dedicated to a topic different 
from that of the first forum; 

receiving information from the second user o ne or more othor udotp i ndicating one or 
more forums the second use ro ach of th e other us e rs has been in, wherein each other forums the 
second user _ oaoh of tho othor up en) h as been in is dedicated to a topic different from that of the 
first forum; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and the second user a nother uoor i f the first u ser and the ethe^suser both have been in the 
same second forum, the second forum being different from the first forum. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving information associated with ftem-the first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each of the forums the 
first u ser has been in is dedicated to a respective topic; 

receiving information associated with the second userfrom one or moro othor uooro 
indicating what clones of what forums oaoh of th e other users t he second user h as been in, 
wherein each of the forums the second useroach of tho oth e r up e ro has been in is dedicated to a 
respective topic; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and the second user anothor uoor i f the first u ser and the efeefr -second user both have been 
in the same clone of a second forum, the second forom being different from the first forum. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving information associated with ft eaHhe firstuser entering the first forum 

indicating the-adomain name of the first u ser's address; 

receiving information associated with fr om on e or mor e- othor noon) t he second user 
indicating tfee-adomain nam e s n ame o f the addr e po e G s econd user's address of each of th e oth e r 
ugoto ; and 

determining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum and 
the seconda nefeeg user if the first u ser entering the first foium and the efeef -second u ser both 
have the same domain name. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 f further comprising: 
receiving information associated with feem-the first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating a country associated with the first u ser's address; 

receiving information associated with the second user fr om on e or moro other users 
indicating a country associated with oaoh of tho other t he second u ser's addressee address : and 

determining that a relationship exists between the firstu ser entering the first forum and 
the secondonother user if th e country associated with the first user's address and the country 



PAGE 4(18 < RCVD AT 1/6/2006 3:50:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPTO€FXRF«39 ' DNISOTOO* CSD:6175428908* DURATION (mm-ss):06-58 



JAM. 6.2006 3:51 PM (2) -F I SH&R I CHARDSON_6 1 75428906 NO. 5780 P. 5/18 

Applicant : Biandyn Webb, et al. Attorney's Docket No.: 07844-478001 / P442 

Serial No. : 09/788,526 
Filed : February 21, 2001 
Page : 4 of 17 

associated with the second user's address is „u sor ontorinfl th e first forum and tho othor uoor both 
havo addrooooD aopociat e d with - t he sam e country , 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving information associated with fteearthe first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating a language in which the first u ser prefers to communicate; 

receiving information from ono or mor e other users -associated with the second user 
indicating a language in which each of tho othor uooro t he second user p refers to communicate; 
and 

determining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum and 
the seconda aefeer user if the first u ser entering the first forum and the secondare* user prefer to 
communicate in the same language. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving an indication from the first u ser entering the first forum or from the second 

use ro no or moro oth e r us e rs that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and ono or mor e oth e r us e rs t he second user . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone other than a clone containing a designated user 
with whom an interactive relationship exists. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein placing the first user in a 
clone includes placing the user in the clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists and who most recently entered the first forum. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising limiting the 
number of users in each instance of the first forum to a maximum number. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a threshold number, 
except if an interactive relationship exists between the just user entering the first forum and one 
or more other users; and 

placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone with more than the threshold 
number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the firstuser and one or more 
of the other users in the clone or entering the clone. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
receiving information fiem -associated with t he firstu ser entering the first forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

receiving information associated with each of thej geBa-one or more other users indicating 
what clones of what forums each of the other users has been in; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and another user if the first u ser and the other user both have been in the same clone of the 
same forum. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive forum maintained by a system of one of more computers in which users interact by 
submitting messages and reading messages from other users as they are submitted. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive virtual world maintained by a system of one or more computers where users 
interact by moving avatars, each user having one or more avatars in the virtual world, and 
observing the movement of the avatars in the virtual world. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
means for sending and receiving content to and from a network; 

means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for creating one or more 
clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first forum is dedicated to a particular 
topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby allowing any number of 
users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while limiting the number of users 
in each instance of the first forum; and 

means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for detennining whether an 
interactive relationship exists between a first u ser entering the first forum and a second user one 
or moro othor uGers entering the first forum or on e or moro other uo e ro already in the first forum A 
wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user 
have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering the first forum, and, 
if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone of the 
first forum based on the relationship. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6, further comprising: 
means for receiving information feem -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating one or more other forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each other forum is 
dedicated to a topic different from that of the first forum; 

means for receiving information feegft gssociated with the second use r ono or moro oth e r 
users indicating one or more forums e ach of the othor uoerp t he second user h as been in, wherein 
each other forums the second user o aoh of the oth e r users h as been in is dedicated to a topic 
different from that of the first forum; and 

means for detennining that an interactive relationship exists between the first user 
entering the first forum and the seconda aefeep user if the first u ser and the efee^second u ser both 
have been in the same second forum, the second forum being different from the first forum the 
user is entering. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6, further comprising 
means for receiving information festa -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each of the 
forums the first u ser has been in is dedicated to a respective topic; 

means for receiving information freaa ^associated with the second use ro no or mor e oth e r 
ttseffc indicating what clones of what forums oaoh of tho other ua e rc t he second user h as been in, 
wherein each of the forums the oth e r us e rs s econd user h as been in is dedicated to a respective 
topic; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first forum and aas&er -the secondu ser if the first u ser and the etheF-geconiuser 
both have been in the same clone of a second forum, the second forum being different from the 
forum the user is entering. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6 further comprising: 
means for receiving information feega rassociated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating the domain name of the first u ser's address; 

means for receiving information from cmo or more othor usora associated with the second 
user i ndicating the domain nnmnn of the addr e nn on of oaoh of tho oth e r ua e rs n ame of the second 
user's address : and 

means for determining that a relationship exists between the firstuser entering the first 
forum and the seconda aethef user if the firstu ser entering the first forum and the e&eMecond 
user both have the same domain name. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6, further comprising: 
means for receiving information feem rassociated witht he firstuser entering the first 

forum indicating a country associated with the first u ser's address; 

means for receiving information from on e or mora oth e r users a ssociated w ith the second 
user i ndicating a country associated with oaoh of t he ethet-seconduser's address e e a ddress: and 
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means for detemiining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and anoth e r s econd u ser if the first u ser entering the first forum and the e&eg -second u ser 
both have addresses associated with the same country. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6, further comprising: 
means for receiving information frem-associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating a language in which the first u ser prefers to communicate; 

means for receiving information associated with the second user fr om on e or moro oth e r 
useffB-indicating a language in which the second user each of tho othor uG e rs p refers to 
communicate; and 

means for determining that a relationship exists between the first user entering the first 
forum and anoth e r t he second u ser if the first u ser entering the first forum and the efee ^second 
user prefer to communicate in the same language. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16, further comprising means for 
receiving an indication from the gist u ser entering the first forum or from one or more other 
users that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum and one or more 
other users. 

23 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone other than a clone containing a designated user 
with whom an interactive relationship exists. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 wherein placing the first user in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 wherein placing the firstuser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in the clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists and who most recently entered the first forum. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16 7 further comprising means for 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a maximum number. 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16, further comprising: 

means for limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a threshold 
number, except if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum 
and one or more other users; and 

means for placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone with more than the 
threshold number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the firstuser and one 
or more of the other users in the clone or entering the clone. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, further comprising; 

means for receiving information feoaa -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 
forum indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

means for receiving information from the second user o n e or mor e oth e r us e rs i ndicating 
what clones of what forums the second use r e ach of th e oth e r us e rs has been in; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first forum and another t he second u ser if the first u ser and the e4h©Keconduser 
both have been in the same clone of the same forum. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive forum maintained by a system of one of more computers in which users interact by 
submitting messages and reading messages from other users as they are submitted. 

30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive virtual world maintained by a system of one or more computers where users 
interact by moving avatars, each user having one or more avatars in the virtual world, and 
observing the movement of the avatars in the virtual world. 
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31. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

creating one or more clones of a forum for user interaction, wherein each clone is an 
instance of the forum, thereby allowing any number of users to be in the same forum while 
limiting the number of users in each instance clone o f the forum; 

determining whether an interactive relationship exists between a first user entering the 
forum and a second user o ne or more other uporp e ntering the forum or one or mor e oth e r users 
already in the forum r wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user 
and the second user have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering 
the first forum ; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone of 
the forum based on the relationship; 

limiting the number of users in each instance of the forum to a threshold number, except 
if an interactive relationship exists between th e first user ent e ring th e forum an d ono or moro 
othor uooro the second user: and 

placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone with more than the threshold number 
of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser and the second usere ae-er 
moro of tho oth e r ucere in th e clon e or entering the clone . 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising: 
receiving information associated with fe sm-the first u ser entering the forum indicating 

what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

receiving information associated with the second user fr om ono or moro other upsto 
indicating what clones of what forums e ach of th e othor upero t he second user h as been in; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the 
forum and the secotida aefeef user if the first u ser and the e&g ^second u ser both have been in the 
same clone of a forum. 

33 . (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
means for sending and receiving content to and from a network; 
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means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for creating one or more 
clones of a forum for user interaction, wherein each clone is an instance of the forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum while limiting the number of users in each 

instance of the forum; 

means coupled to means fox sending and receiving content for determining whether an 
interactive relationship exists between a first u ser entering the forum and a second user aae-eg 
moro other users entering the forum or ono or more othor uo e rs a lready in the forum^wherein an 
interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user have had an 
online interaction with each other prior to the first user enteri ng the forum, and, if an interactive 
relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone of the forum based on the 
relationship; 

means for limiting the number of users in each inotanoo c lone,of the forum to a threshold 
number, except if an interactive relationship exists between the firstu ser ent e ring th e forum a nd 
iinn nr mnro other us e r st he second user and 

means for placing the fust u ser entering the forum in a clone with more than the threshold 
number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the firstuser and the second 
user o no or moro of the other usere in th e clon e or ent e ring tho clono . 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

means for receiving information ftom massociated with t he first u ser entering the forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

means for receiving information fregft- associated with the second use r ono or more oth e r 

users indicating what clones of what forums e ach nf th e other us e F B - t he second user h as been in; 

and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the forum and aao&eg -the second u ser if the first u ser and the etheMeomduser both 
have been in the same clone of a forum. 
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35 , (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

creating a first world and a distinct second world, wherein each world is a distinct 3D 
virtual world that presents a 3D graphical scene to users, and wherein multiple users may enter 
and navigate each 3D virtual world and may interact by moving avatars, interacting and 
observing the world and other users; 

creating two or more clones of the first world and two or more clones of the second 
world, wherein each clone is an instance of the respective world, allowing any number of users 
to be in the same world while limiting the number of users in each clone of the world; 

receiving information ftem -associated with a first u ser entering the first world indicating 
what clones of what distinct worlds the first u ser has been in; 

receiving information from on e or moro oth e r uoers associated with a second user 
indicating what clones of what distinct worlds e ach of th e other uooro t he second user h as been 
in; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first user entering the first 
world and mofeef -the second u se r, wherein an interactive relationship jis determined to exist if 
the first u ser and the e&ep gecond u ser have had an interaction with each other b oth have b ee n i n 
the same clone of the same world prior to the first user entering the first world: and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing the prst u ser entering the first world in a 
clone of the first world based on the relationship. 

36, (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for creating a first world and a distinct second world, wherein each world is a 
distinct 3D virtual world that presents a 3D graphical scene to users, and wherein multiple users 
may enter and navigate each 3D virtual world and may interact by moving avatars, interacting 
and observing the world and other users; 

means for creating two or more clones of the first world and two or more clones of the 
second world, wherein each clone is an instance of the respective world, allowing any number of 
users to be in the same world while limiting the number of users in each clone of the world; 

means for receiving information feem -associated with a first u ser entering the first world 
indicating what clones of what distinct worlds the first u ser has been in; 
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means for receiving information j-eg frassociated with a second user o n e or mor e oth e r 
Hsefs-indicating what clones of what distinct worlds e ooh of th e other u s ers -the second user h as 
been in; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the firstuser 
entering the first world and another - t he second u se r, wherein an interactive relationship is 
determined to exist if the first u ser and the ether -second u ser have had an interaction with each 
other b oth havo b e en i n the same clone of the same worl d prior to the first user enterin g the first 
world; and 

means for placing the first u ser entering the first world, if an interactive relationship 
exists, in a clone of the first world based on the relationship. 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 : 

wherein the interactive relationship is a group membership relationship; 

the method further comprising receiving an indication from the first u ser entering the 
forum or from one or more other users that a group membership relationship exists between the 
first u ser entering the forum and the one or more other users. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 36: 

wherein the interactive relationship is a group membership relationship; 

the system further comprising means for receiving an indication from the first 
user entering the forum or from one or more other users that a group membership relationship 
exists between the firstu ser entering the forum and the one or more other users, 

39. (New) A computer program product, embodied on a computer-readable storage 
medium, including instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus to: 

create one or more clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first forum is 
dedicated to a particular topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum; 
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determine whether an interactive relationship exists between a first user entering the first 
forum and a second user entering the first forum or already in the first forum, wherein an 
interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user have had an 
online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering the first forum; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, place the first user entering the first forum in a clone 
of the first forum based on the relationship. 
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